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The Midmonthly issue of THe JourNat has been redesigned to match the regular 
issue which appeared with a new format October 1. Further changes in the official 
publication can be expected as soon as there is an easing of current shortages. . . . 
As the Midmonthly issue goes to press, a compositors’ strike seems likely to disrupt 
Journat schedules. If the strike materializes, THE JourRNAL will necessarily suspend 
publication as it did in 1945. Publication will be resumed as soon as possible. 

The national W. T. G. Morton Centennial Celebration will culminate in an 
elaborate program October 14-16 at Boston where Dr. Morton gave his first successful 
demonstration of ether anesthesia. Many other dental societies are planning me- 
morial programs. These will be reported in the special December 1 issue of Tue 
Journat, which will be devoted to the Morton Centennial and to papers on anesthesia 
and the history of anesthesia. 

Harvey J. Burkhart, who was President of the American Dental Association in 
1898-1899 and a member of the Board of Trustees since the establishment of the 
present organization, died at the age of 83 in Rochester, N. Y., on September 22. 
He was internationally known for his work as director of the Eastman dental clinics. 
Shortly before his death he was named honorary president of the Fédération Dentaire 
Internationale. . . . Percy T. Phillips, New York, was appointed, as his successor by 
President Walter H. Scherer. 

The eighty-seventh annual meeting of the House of Delegates of the American 
Dental Association started at Miami on October 14 and will continue through 
October 16. This is the first business session to be held since 1944. Full-scale scien- 
tific meetings will be resumed in 1947 with the delegates at Miami naming next 
year’s convention site. 

More than half of the state dental societies have completed their negotiations 
with the Veterans Administration in the establishment of dental programs. Only 
four states report that no action is being taken. . . . John S. Voyles, St. Louis, has 
been’ appointed as a member of the Special Medical Advisory Group of the 
Administration. 

The Mid-Continent Dental Congress, which will attract visitors from all over the 
Middle West, opens at St. Louis on November 4 and continues through November 
6... . The Greater New York Dental Meeting will be held in New York on December 
9-13. An extensive program is being planned, and many new features are being added. 
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of the first public demonstration of 

ether anesthesia by W. T. G. Morton 
will culminate on October 16, the actual 
anniversary of the demonstration. One 
of the major celebrations will be held at 
the Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, where the first demonstration 
occurred. 

For the past year, the William T. G. 
Morton Centennial Celebration Com- 
mittee, with Kurt H. Thoma, Boston, 
chairman, has been developing local, 
state and national celebrations to mark 
the event. A full report of these activi- 
ties will appear in the December 1 issue 
of THe Journat, which will be a spe- 
cial number devoted to anesthesia and 
the history of anesthesia. Sponsors of 
centennial programs are asked to report 
their activities as soon as possible to 
Tue Journat. Members of the A.D.A. 
special committee are: Frank W. Rounds, 
Stephen P. Mallett, W. Harry Archer, 
C. Raymond Wells, Leon A. Stors, Don 
J. Aubertine, Howard R. Raper, James 
H. Maycock, John H. Carter and Kurt 
H. Thoma, chairman. 


Narse" celebrations of the centennial 
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NATIONAL CELEBRATIONS COMMEMORATE 


FIRST PUBLIC DEMONSTRATION OF ETHER 


ANESTHESIA BY WILLIAM T. G. MORTON 


The Massachusetts Dental Society will 
mark the centennial with an afternoon 
and evening program on October 1. 
Among the speakers will be Maurice J. 
Hickey and Sidney C. Wiggin. The eve- 
ning speakers will be Howard R. Raper, 
author of Man Against Pain and noted 
authority on the discovery of anesthesia, 
and Arthur Allen, chief surgeon, Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital. 

Hospital Centennial 

The Massachusetts General Hospital 
will sponsor a three-day program of the 
ether centenary, October 14-16. The 
program will feature six symposia on the 
following topics: surgery, degenerative 
diseases, the fundamental nature of the 
anesthesia process, basic problems in anes- 
thesia, physiologic effects of wounds and 
the hospital in the community. The final 
session will be held in Sanders Theater, 
October 16. Speakers will be: Raymond 
B. Fosdick, president, Rockefeller Foun- 
dation; Evarts A. Graham, professor of 
surgery, Washington University; Harry 
K. Beecher, professor of anesthesia, 
Harvard University; and K. T. Compton, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
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MORTON CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION TO 
FEATURE RADIO BROADCAST OCTOBER [5 


A special radio broadcast over the 
Columbia Broadcasting System’s station 
WEEI, Boston, on October 15 will form 
a part of the nationwide Morton Cen- 
tennial Celebration which is being held 
this year to honor the dentist who gave 
the first successful public demonstration 
. of ether anesthesia. The celebration will 
feature a two-day program in Boston, 
the scene of Morton’s epochal achieve- 
ment. 

Speakers tentatively scheduled for the 


broadcast, which will be held on Tues- 
day evening, October 15, are John §, 
Lundy, president of the American Anes- 
thesia Society; Howard Riley Raper, 
author of Man Against. Pain, the re- 
cent best-seller describing the story of 
the discovery of anesthesia; Kurt H. 
Thoma, chairman, W. T. G. Morton 
Centennial Celebration Committee of 
the American Dental Association; and 
Sidney C. Wiggin, president of the New 
England Anesthesia Society. 


A. D. A. AFFAIRS 


HARVEY J. BURKHART, DIRECTOR OF EASTMAN 
DENTAL FOUNDATION AND A.D.A. TRUSTEE, DIES 


Harvey J. Burkhart, 83, internation- 
ally-known director of the Eastman 
Dental Foundation and long time mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees of the 
American Dental Association, died Sep- 
tember 22 in Rochester, N. Y., when 
he suffered a heart attack while driving. 

Oldest living Past President of the 
American Dental Association, Dr. Burk- 
hart had been director of the Eastman 
Dental Foundation since it was founded 
by the late George Eastman in 1916. In 
the late 1920’s and early 1930’s he 
supervised establishment of the Eastman 
dental clinics in London, Paris, Brussels. 
Rome and Stockholm. 

Dr. Burkhart was born August 14, 
1864, in Cleveland, the son of Jacob and 
Biena Buckholtz Burkhart. His father 
. was a cooper. He obtained his early edu- 
cation at the Cleveland public school 
and the Danville Seminary, Danville, 
N. Y., where he eventually studied den- 
tistry with his ‘brother, A. P. Burkhart, 
and later at the Baltimore College of 


Dental Surgery, from which he was 
graduated in 1890 with first honors of 
his class. He later served as dean of the 
dental department of the University of 
Rochester and as a member of the New 
York state board of dental examiners. 

Holder of virtually all of the important 
posts in his profession, Dr. Burkhart was 
president of the Eighth District Dental 
Society of New York in 1892 and 1894; 
president of the Dental Society of the 
State of New York, 1895-1898: and 
President of the American Dental As- 
sociation (then the National Dental 
Association) , 1898-1899. 

As chairman of its organization com- 
mittee, he helped to form the Fourth 
International Dental Congress, and was 
elected its president at the opening ses- 
sion, August 29, 1904. Dr. Burkhart also 
was active in civic affairs and served as 
mayor of Batavia, N. Y., for four terms, 
as president of the city’s board of educa- 
tion and as director of the Bureau of 
Municipal Research. 
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A.D.A. Affairs 


Succumbs While Driving 


Harvey J. Burkhart, director of the Eastman 
Dental Foundation and member of the Board 
of Trustees of the American Dental Associa- 
tion, who suffered a fatal heart attack Sep- 
tember 22 while driving in Rochester, N. Y. 


In the autumn of 1925, at the direction 
of Mr. Eastman, Dr. Burkhart went to 
London to negotiate for funds to main- 
tain a dental clinic which the American 
philanthropist was considering donating 
to England. The mission was successful, 
and, in April f929, the foundation stone 
of the $1,000,000 gift building was laid 
by the Prince of Wales (now the Duke 
of Windsor). 

Four months later, in August 1929, 
Dr. Burkhart and Mr. Eastman were 
mapping plans for a similar clinic in 
Rome. Contracts were signed that same 
month, and the clinic was opened April 
21, 1933. 

In the three years immediately follow- 
ing, Dr. Burkhart supervised the founda- 
tion of similar clinics in Stockholm, Paris 
and Brussels. The Belgian clinic was 
added July 31, 1935, when, with King 
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Leopold III and Queen Astrid presiding, 
Dr. Burkhart formally presented the 
building to the municipal authorities. 

It was on this occasion that the Belgian 
monarch decorated the American dentist 
with the Order of Leopold II. At 
Brussels, also, Dr. Burkhart subsequently 
was awarded the Jessen Medal by the 
International Dental Federation. 

Earlier, Dr. Burkhart was made a 
Commander of the Royal Order of Vasa 
by King Gustaf of Sweden in recognition 
of his work on behalf of the Stockholm 
clinic. 


PHILLIPS’ APPOINTED TRUSTEE 
FOR SECOND DISTRICT BY SCHERER 


Percy T. Phillips, who has long been 
active in the First District Dental So- 
ciety of the Dental Society of the State 
of New York, has been appointed by 
President Walter H. Scherer as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees to succeed 
the late Harvey J. Burkhart. Dr. Phil- 
lips was appointed for the remainder of 
Dr. Burkhart’s term, which will expire 
at the Miami meeting of the House of 
Delegates. 


A.D.A. HOUSE OF DELEGATES 
BEGINS SESSIONS AT MIAMI 


For the first time since 1944, the 
House of Delegates of the American Den- 
tal Association will convene to discuss 
business affairs, at Miami, October 14-16. 
No session was held in 1945 owing to. 
wartime restrictions, but it is expected 
that the House will vote a full-scale scien- 
tific meeting for 1947. President Walter 
H. Scherer will complete his unique two- 
year term in office and will be succeeded 
by Sterling V. Mead, who has served 
since 1944 as president-elect. 

Unless a printing strike intervenes, as 
seems likely at the time that the Mid- 
monthly issue goes to press, a full report 
of activities at Miami will appear in the 
November 1 issue of THE JOURNAL. 
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION 


STATE SOCIETIES REPORT PROGRESS 
WITH VA FEE SCHEDULES 


Over half of the state dental societies 
have completed their negotiations and 
are operating with approved schedules 
of fees under the Veterans Administra- 
tion dental program, according to a 
report released last month by Leslie M. 
FitzGerald, chairman of the Committee 
on Economics of the American Dental 
Association. Early in September, the 
Committee engaged in a survey of prog- 
ress made by state dental societies and 
found that thirty-seven states and the 
District of Columbia had completed their 
negotiations, and eight states were 
holding formal discussions with Veterans 
Administration officials. A great number 
of the latter group indicated that nego- 
tiations were proceeding satisfactorily, 
and that formal approval was expected 
before the end of October. 


Only four state societies reported that 
formal negotiations had not been insti- 
tuted. In two instances, the society 
representatives explained that the so- 
cieties had voted to accept the basic fee 
schedule recommended by the Committee 
on Economics, and were waiting upon 
Veterans Administration officials. Avail- 
able information on the status of nego- 
tiations in the states, as of September 
30, is given below: 


State 
Alabama 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
California 


Status 
Approved 
Negotiations in process 
Approved September 1946 
(Two societies 


Florida 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Massachusetts 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 
North Carolina 
North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 
Oregon 
Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
South Dakota 
Tennessee 
Texas 

Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


Negotiations in process 
Approved September 1946 
Approved August 1946 
Approved September 1946 
Approved September 1946 
Approved June 1946 
Approved September 1946 
Approved August 1946 
Negotiations in process 
Approved 

Approved September 1946 
Approved September 1946 
Approved August 1944 
Approved July 1946 
Approved September 1946 
Approved September 1946 
Approved 

Approved July 1946 
Negotiations in process 
Negotiations in process 
Approved September 1946 
Approved August 1946 
Negotiations in process 
Approved September 1946 
Approved July 1946 
Approved August 1946 
Approved September 1946 
Negotiations in process 
Approved September 1946 
Negotiations in process 
Approved September 1946 
Approved July 1946 
Approved September 1946 
Approved August 1946 
Approved September 1946 
Approved June 1946 
Approved July 1946 
Approved September 1946 
No action 

Approved September 1946 
Approved 


According to the state society repre- 


Southern California 
Colorado 
Connecticut 
Delaware 

Dist. of Columbia 


conferring ) 

Approved September 1946 
Approved September 1946 
No action 
Approved 


sentatives, members have shown an ovel- 
whelmingly favorable reaction to the ne- 
gotiated fee schedules. Many reported 
that progress has been made in organizing 
the application procedures which will 
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State Boards 


permit all ethical dentists to serve as 
participating dentists. 

The Committee reports that it plans 
to maintain close contact with state 
societies upon problems and difficulties 
which may arise as the fee schedules 
are placed in operation. The status of 
negotiations in other states will be re- 
ported in subsequent issues of THE 
Journat as the reports are received. 


VOYLES APPOINTED MEMBER 
OF VA ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


John S. Voyles, St. Louis dentist, has 
been appointed to a Special Medical 
Advisory Group to the Veterans Ad- 
ministration, it was announced Septem- 


ber 5. 


FIVE CHIEFS STILL TO BE NAMED 
IN VA DENTAL DIVISION BRANCHES 


Appointments of five assistant chiefs, 
still to be made, will complete the roster 
of dental division executives in the Vet- 
erans Administration, a recent survey 
indicated. 

Dental division officers are as follows: 
Branch Office No. 1, Boston: Henry A. 
Delaney, chief; William F. Maguire, as- 
sistant; Branch Office No. 2, New York: 
Earl B. Rousseau, chief; Abraham 
Greines, assistant; Branch Office No. 3, 
Philadelphia: John J. Small, Chief; 
Branch Office No. 4, Richmond: Wil- 
liam D. Lanier, chief; John E. Fauber, 
assistant; Branch Office No. 5, Atlanta: 
Charles L. Toole, Jr., chief; Branch Of- 
fice No. 6, Columbus: Sherman A. Pyfrin, 
chief; William N. Goodwin, assistant; 
Branch Office No. 7, Chicago: Clarence 
A. Toline, chief; Spence A. Hutt, assist- 
ant; Branch Office No. 8, Minneapolis: 
Vern D. Irwin, chief; E. V. Millard, as- 
sistant; Branch Office No. 9, St. Louis: 
George M. Arrowsmith, chief; Branch 
Office No. 10, Dallas: Lionel V. Swift, 
chief; William Story, assistant; Branch 
Office No. 11, Seattle: Carlisle Carson, 
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chief; William Crosby, assistant; Branch 
Office No. 12, San Francisco: Harry A. 
Single, chief; and Branch Office No. 13, 
Denver: Walter S. Lee, chief. 


STATE BOARDS 


CONNECTICUT LICENSE TESTS 
TO BE HELD NOVEMBER 19-23 


The Connecticut Dental Commission 
will meet in Hartford November 19-23, 
to examine applicants for licenses to 
practice dentistry and dental hygiene and 
to conduct other official business, Clar- 
ence G. Brooks, recorder, has announced. 

Applications should be in the hands of 
the recorder at least ten days before the 
meeting. Applications and further infor- 
mation can be obtained by addressing Dr. 
Brooks at 302 State St., New London. 


TEXAS BOARD TO HOLD 
DENTAL TESTS OCTOBER 20 


The Texas State Board of Dental Ex- 
aminers will hold examinations of ap- 
plicants October 20-25 at Dallas. 

Information can be obtained by writ- 
ing Carl C. Hardin, Jr., executive secre- 
tary, Texas State Board of Dental Exam- 
iners, 311 Capital National Bank Bldg., 
Austin 16, 


STATE BOARD EXAMINATIONS SET 
FOR DECEMBER 9 IN NEW JERSEY 


The New Jersey State Board of Regis- 
tration and Examination in Dentistry will 
hold its next regular examinations begin- 
ning December g and lasting for five 
days, W. A. Wilson, secretary, has an- 
nounced. 

A copy of the rules and requirements, 
instruction sheet and preliminary appli- 
cation can be obtained by addressing Dr. 
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Wilson, at 150 East State St., Trenton. 
Persons desiring to apply as candidates 
must file the preliminary application 
blank, together with an examination fee 


of $25. 


DENTAL SOCIETIES 


LECTURES AND CLINICS TO MARK 
MID-CONTINENT DENTAL CONGRESS 


Lectures, limited attendance clinics 
and a question-and-answer" session will 
be featured at the Mid-Continent Dental 
Congress to be held in the Jeiferson 
Hotel, St. Louis, November 4-6. 

Robert Gillis, Hammond, Ind., and 
Jerome Schweitzer, New York, will dis- 
cuss “Full Dentures” and “Crown and 
Bridge Prosthesis”; recent research 
studies and findings in fluorine therapy 
and the relationship of fluorine to caries 
will be discussed by H. Trendley Dean, of 
the U. S. Public Health Service; and 
such subjects as children’s dentistry, 
periodontia, use of hydrocolloids in in- 
lays, crown and bridge work, and oral 
surgery will be discussed by Charles A. 
Sweet, of Oakland, Calif., G. R. Lund- 
quist, of Northwestern University, Mau- 
rice J. Thompson, of Beverly Hills, Calif., 
and Donald E. Woodard, of Kansas City, 
Mo. Edward J. Ryan, of Evanston, IIl., 
will speak on the latest developments 
in the field of psychosomatics as they 
affect dental practice. 

Limited attendance clinics will be 
given Monday afternoon, November 4, 
by Drs. Gillis, Thompson, Lundquist, 
Schweitzer and Sweet. In addition, all 
the essayists will participate in a question- 
and-answer period. 

Visitors who wish to attend the clinics 
are asked to write the chairman of the 
limited attendance clinics, E. L. Mayer, 
3606 Gravois Ave., St. Louis, for reser- 
vations. 
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NEW YORK 2nd DISTRICT SOCIETY 
SUSPENDS DENTAL JOURNAL 


The Second District Dental Society 
of the Dental Society of the State of 
New York announced on October 1 that 
it would suspend publication of its of- 
ficial journal. The action was taken, 
according to an editorial in the final 
issue, because of the enlarged journalism 
program that would be undertaken 
shortly by the state dental society. This 
project, the editorial stated, “should be 
initiated at the state society level with 
the ultimate intention of coordinating 
its own journal activities with those of 
near-by states and eventually forming 
a high quality regional journal.” The 
editorial also mentions its longtime be- 
lief that “there ought to be fewer and 
better dental journals.” Details of the 
state program will be announced at a 
later date. 

The Second District Dental Society 
will launch a bulletin in place of its 
journal so that members may be cur- 
rently informed of programs and other 
activities of the society. 

The editor of the Journal of the 
Second District Dental Society of New 
York, which has been one of the leading 
dental publications of the east, is Joseph 
J. Obst. Members of the Publications 
Committee, which sponsored the new 
program, are: Matthew Besdine, William 
McGill Burns, Joseph J. Obst, Frederick 
C. Orth, Jacob Shapiro and Stanley G. 
Standard. 


NATIONAL DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
NAMES TAGGART 1947 PRESIDENT 


E. W. Taggart, Birmingham, was 
named president-elect and R. H. Thomp- 
son, Westfield, N. J., succeeded to the 
presidency of the National Dental Asso- 
ciation at the group’s thirty-second an- 
nual meeting August 19-23 in Louisville. 

Russell A. Dixon, dean of the College 
of Dentistry, Howard University, was 
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Army and Navy 


elected vice-president, and W. M. 
Springer, Cincinnati, was named chair- 
man of the executive board. 

Others elected to the board were: 
C. L. Barnes, Houston, and C. W. Dorsey, 
Philadelphia, who, with Dr. Springer, wall 
serve for three years; A. S. Hunter, 
Durham, N. C., C. E. Williams, Chicago, 
and B. J. Martin, New Orleans, all of 
whom will serve for two years; and H. 
W. Proffitt, Helena, Ark., and C. L. 
Thomas, Louisville, both elected for one 
year. 

Speakers included D. H. Turpin, re- 
tiring president; Clifton O. Dummett; 
M. Don Clawson, president and director 
of dental education, School of Dentistry, 
Meharry Medical College; and Drs. 
Thomas and Dixon. 

Clinics were conducted by O. B. 
Commer, A. M. Mackel, William H. 
Allen, Allen P. West, Andrew J. Stith, 
Robert Foskett, R. H. Kingery, John 
W. Kemper, J. R. Bustetter, John H. 
Young, James F. Smith, W. T. Grady, 
R. W. Harrison, R. E. R. Lovell, Andrew 
E. McDonald, S. J. Collum, Jr., J. Ed- 
ward Bowman and Mrs. Mabel Latson. 


ARMY AND NAVY 


NAVAL DENTAL OFFICERS STILL 
REQUIRED TO SERVE 30 MONTHS 


The statement in the September 15 
issue of THE JouRNAL that naval den- 
tists who had received government sup- 
port in their education would be dis- 
charged after twenty-four months of 
service was incorrect. The information 
was taken from a press release issued by 
the Army. The service requirement for 
naval dental officers who received all or 
part of their training at government ex- 
pense is still thirty months, and no fur- 
ther change has been announced. 
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Heads Navy Dental Division 


Rear Admiral Alfred W. Chandler, who was 

recently appointed to head the newly-formed 

Dental Division of the Navy Bureau of Medi- 
cine and Surgery 


NAVY DENTAL DIVISION CHIEF 
IS VETERAN OF 29 YEARS’ SERVICE 


Rear Admiral Alfred W. Chandler, 
chief of the newly formed Dental Divi- 
sion of the Navy Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, is a veteran of twenty-nine years 
in military service, it was learned last 
month. 

The new dental chief joined the Navy 
Dental Corps as a lieutenant (j. g.) Feb- 
ruary 20, 1917, and just prior to the entry 
of the United States into World War II 
had advanced to the rank of captain. 

During his naval career, Admiral 
Chandler served as senior dental officer 
at the Navy Yard, Charleston; Naval 
Station, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands; Re- 
ceiving Station and Naval Hospital, 
Brooklyn; U. S. Naval Dental School and 
Naval Hospital, Washington; U.S. Naval 
Air Station, Pensacola, Fla.; Naval 
Academy, Annapolis, Md.; and Naval 
Training Center, San Diego. 
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‘He also held the posts of district dental 
officer at headquarters of the Eleventh 
Naval District and of inspector of dental 
activities in the Bureau of Medicine and 
Surgery, Washington. In addition, he 
served aboard the U.S.S. Saratoga and 
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the U.S.S. Relief. He attained the rank 
of rear admiral upon his appointment as 
chief of the Dental Division August 14. 
He is a graduate of the Thomas W. 
Evans Museum and Dental Institute, 
University of Pennsylvania. 


DENTAL EDUCATION 


ORTHODONTIA AND ORAL SURGERY 
POPULAR AT NORTHWESTERN 


Courses in orthodontia and oral sur- 
gery were in the greatest demand when 
the’ Dental School, Northwestern Uni- 
versity, resumed its sessions September 
30, school officials reported. 

Also reported were the following 
faculty changes: Harold J. Noyes left 
his post in orthodontia to become dean 
of the University of Oregon; Earl Zaus 
retired as professor of physiology after 
twenty years on the staff; Stanley Harris 
will replace Dr. Zaus; and John R. 
Thompson has taken charge of the De- 
partment of Orthodontia. Dan Y. Bur- 
rill has accepted a faculty appointment 


with the University of Louisville and has 
already joined that faculty. 


TWO NEW MEMBERS JOIN 
MEHARRY DENTAL FACULTY 


Two new members have been added 
to the faculty of the School of Dentistry, 
Meharry Medical College. They are 
S. O. Banks, who recently completed a 
year of graduate work in oral surgery at 
the University of Pennsylvania, School of 
Medicine, and Felix Lindo, who will 
supervise the children’s dentistry clinics. 

Dr. Banks will combine teaching 
activities with hospital duties to fulfill 
his residential requirements for the 
American Board of Surgery. 


Ohio University Medical Center 


Latest drawings for the first buildings in — 


recently authorized by the state legislature. 


roposed Ohio State University Medical Center, 
the extreme right is a five-story dental build- 


ing, connected on the west by a clinic wing to the proposed thirteen-story hospital at the left. 
The hospital would start opposite the present hospital and extend west toward the Olentangy 
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OAK RIDGE ATOMIC RESEARCH CENTER 


DENTAL HEALTH SERVICES AT THE OAK RIDGE RESERVATION 
OF THE MANHATTAN PROJECT FOR ATOMIC RESEARCH 


Oren A. Oliver, D.D.S., Nashville, Tenn. 


In 1942, approximately thirty miles 
northwest of Knoxville, the U.S. Army 
Engineers began to build the city of 
science now known as Oak Ridge, Tenn. 
Prior to this time there had been no city 
there—not even a country town. In a 
few months there existed a highly-devel- 
oped community of eight to ten thousand 
persons, and by September 1944 Oak 
Ridge was a scientific city with a pop- 
ulation in excess of 50,000. By June 1945, 
it contained more than 75,000 persons, 
and several thousand others commuted to 
the area daily. 

The building of this city was not 
accomplished without many problems. 
Among the foremost were those of health 
and health services. This sketch concerns 
the dental aspects of such services. 


Emergency Service 


In the beginning, plans were made for 
a community of eight to ten thousand, 
and the dental health services were to 
be of an emergency nature only—that is, 
sufficient only to prevent dental problems 
from being a cause of absenteeism in this 
essential project. At this time, accom- 
modations for two dentists were included 
in the Medical Service Building, which 
functioned as a center for outpatient care 
in both medicine and dentistry. It was 
thought that dental care beyond this 
could be rendered by the regular dentists 
of Knoxville and other neighboring per- 
manent localities. 

To put this emergency plan into effect, 
several leading scientists who were in 
responsible positions in the area 
persuaded their own dentists at home to 


suspend their private practices un- 
obtrusively and as a patriotic war service 
join them at Oak Ridge. It was in this 
manner that Harry H. Pitluck, of 
Chicago, and Harold A. Nelson, of St. 
Paul, came to Oak Ridge and for several 
months were able to provide this emer- 
gency type of dental service. 


Facilities Enlarged 


By November 1943, with the pop- 
ulation rapidly increasing, more space 
was given to dentistry, and the staff was 
increased to four dentists and two dental 
hygienists. The accommodations were 
not sufficient to permit all members of 
the staff to work simultaneously. In the 
spring of 1944, the dental setup was 
enlarged further, until a total of eight 
dental chairs and a dental laboratory 
constituted the equipment. It was rap- 
idly becoming evident that more than 
emergency service must be rendered in 
the area, not only to prevent absenteeism, 
but also to maintain health and security. 

By this time, transportation to and 
from Knoxville had become a great 
problem in itself, because of wartime 
travel restrictions. Knoxville, like every 
community, was being depleted of den- 
tists for the armed forces, and did not 
have a sufficient number left to provide 
adequate care for its own permanent 
population, much less carry the added 
burden of this new near-by city. For the 
proper care of employees and _ their 
families, a more complete dental service 
had to be rendered in Oak Ridge. 

Up to this point organized dentistry 
had not been formally asked to help in 
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any way with the dental health services 
of the project, owing primarily to the 
strict security measures which governed 
every activity at Oak Ridge. 

Early in 1944, with the population 
soaring and additional dentists not 
readily available, the dental situation 
grew acute. Organized dentistry locally 
and nationally was becoming curious as 
to present and future dental trends in 
this security-covered city. Even a most 
carefully-conducted recruiting campaign 
had drawn too much attention to so 
secretive a project. 

At this point, Col. Stafford Warren, 
director of the entire health program of 
the Manhattan Project, decided to turn 
the Oak Ridge dental health program 
over to organized dentistry. He invited 
Capt. C. Raymond Wells, President of 
the American Dental Association, and 
Oren A. Oliver, chairman of procure- 
ment and assignment of the Fourth 
Service Command, to a secret conference 
at Oak Ridge. 

At this conference it was decided that 
a man who would be approved by the 
American Dental Association and accept- 
able to security would be appointed 
dental health director. The director was 
to work directly under Colonel Warren, 
and to him would fall the responsibility 


of organizing and directing the dental. 


health program. 

The man selected for this position was 
M. Don Clawson, president and director 
of dental education, School of Dentistry, 
Meharry Medical College. Colonel War- 
ren was able to arrange for Dr. Clawson’s 
leave of absence from Meharry with the 
understanding that the leave would not 
require more than four to six months 
away from the college. It was thought 
that this would be sufficient time to 
organize the dental program and in- 
stitute a permanent policy. By the 
summer of 1944, Dr. Clawson had 
assumed full responsibility, and the be- 
ginning of a wide expansion of dental 
services was under way. 
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As previously mentioned, the dental 
situation at this time was acute. The 
population of Oak Ridge was soaring. 
Dentists had to be procured, equipment 
had to be obtained, office space had to 
be made available, and a plan of 
operation had to be drawn up and put 
into effect. Realizing the magnitude of 
his task, Dr. Clawson immediately asked 
Colonel Warren to appoint several 
consultants, who would be approved by 
security, thus allowing them to become 
familiarized completely with the dental 
health problem and to be in a position to 
confer with him at his discretion. (It 
should be remembered that at this time 
even population figures were strict 
security. ) 

J. Guilford Sharp and Frank P. 
Bowyer, of Knoxville, accordingly were 
appointed policy consultants representing 
organized dentistry. So that their serv- 
ices might be utilized further, Dr. Sharp 
was appointed consultant on adult dental 
problems and Dr. Bowyer consultant on 
child dental problems. Dr. Oliver, a 
Past President of the American Dental 
Association, was appointed procurement 
and administrative consultant _repre- 
senting the Association. 

In the establishment of a plan of dental 
practice, consultations were held with 
various informed persons. Private prac- 
tice in Knoxville was studied by the 
director with the aid of his consultants 
in order that no conflict in fees or services 
would be aroused. It was also their pur- 
pose to let it be known that the dental 
program at Oak Ridge was not an 
experiment in socialized dentistry, but a 
carefully-planned program approved by 
the American Dental Association. It 
was decided to continue to use civilian 
dentists, rather than army dental officers 
or Public Health Service dentists, since 
the patients were to be civilians. There 
were, of course, military personnel on 
the area, and army dental officers were 
procured to provide dental treatment for 
these. 
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Dental Health Center 


It was decided that, to keep pace 
with the increasing dental requirements 
of this rapidly-growing population, a 
separate dental building must be erected 
immediately, and the dental staff must 
be greatly increased. Roane-Anderson, 
the operating company, agreed to con- 
struct and equip a dental building. The 
problem of procuring personnel fell to 
Dr. Clawson. Both tasks were performed 
rapidly and efficiently. 

The Dental Health Center was a two- 
story, semi-permanent structure, 28’ 4” 
by 130 4”. As originally planned, it had 
ten operating rooms for general den- 
tistry, two x-ray rooms with a dark room 
between, a single large laboratory and 
five small laboratories, four offices de- 
voted to prosthetic dentistry, two for 
exodontia, one for orthodontics, a retiring 
room, three offices for dental hygienists, 
and reception and record rooms, supply 
rooms, lounges, etc. Construction was 
completed and the building opened 
August 28, 1944. 

The population of Oak Ridge in- 
creased several thousand after comple- 
tion of the Dental Health Center, but no 
additional facilities were constructed. 
The extra burden was met by increasing 
the number of dentists and auxiliary 
aides and by working night shifts. 


A clinic type of practice was instituted. 
The dentists were employed on a straight 
monthly salary to assure each one a 
regular income and to permit stand- 
ardization of fees. The dentists were 


classified as “junior” or “senior” staff 
members or “specialists,” in accordance 
with their training. 

A complete fee schedule was compiled, 
giving a maximum and a minimum for 
every possible service. This fee schedule 
was based on fees charged in Middle and 
East Tennessee and was well in line with 
fees charged all over the country. The 
definite fee charged was determined by 
the individual operator. Each patient 
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paid for the service rendered him. All 
receipts were turned over by the dentists 
to the Roane-Anderson Company, which, 
in turn, paid all salaries and other 
operating overhead involved. 

Perhaps it should be made clear at 
this point that Roane-Anderson was the 
operating company of the entire Oak 
Ridge project under a fixed-fee contract 
with government supervision. Since the 
U.S. Army Engineers cannot deal directly 
with civilian personnel, all civilian activ- 
ities had to be handled through this 
company. The name was derived from 
the two counties partially occupied by 
the project. 

Originally, each dentist was permitted 
to conduct his practice according to his 
training, ability and judgment. Later, 
because of changes in the original per- 
sonnel, and to render service to more 
persons, the clinic was divided into sec- 
tions, each headed by a specialist, who 
was responsible for the quantity and 
quality of the work performed by the 
younger or less-experienced men under 
his supervision. 


Clinic for Children 


With the opening of the Dental Health 
Center building, the original facilities in 
the Medical Service Building were re- 
modeled to provide a separate clinic for 
children. The consultants’ committee 
made this decision for two reasons: (1) 
to help relieve the congestion in the 
Dental Health Center and (2) because 
they foresaw a great opportunity to in- 
stitute a general child dental health 
program, through the public health sys- 
tem and the city school system. 

For the children, five operating rooms’ 
were provided, plus an exodontia room, 
a recovery room, an operating room for 
a full-time dental hygienist, an x-ray 
room and dark room, and a specially- 
designed reception room, together with 
required facilities. At ‘the peak, four 
dentists and two secretaries were em- 
ployed in this children’s project. 
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Dental health service at Oak Ridge, 1943-1945 


Dentists 


September 
October 
November 
December 
1944: 
January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
1945: 

January 
February 
March 

_ April 
May 
June 
July 
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The statistics in the accompanying 
table give some idea of the demand and 


the extent of dental health service 
rendered as the program grew. A com- 
parison of the figures for December 1943 
and December 1944 shows the tremen- 
dously increased demand for dental 
services in a twelve-month period. In 
December 1943, three dentists, two dental 
assistants and one technician treated 400 
patients. In December 1944, twenty-five 
dentists, twenty-five assistants and nine 
hygienists and technicians treated 3,200 
patients. 

Soon after the operating plan was put 
into effect, permission was obtained from 
security for Dr. Clawson to draw up a 
statement in regard to the dental pro- 
gram at Oak Ridge. This statement was 
to be presented to Captain Wells, Walter 
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| Hygienists, 
X-ray 

Technicians, 

Anesthetists 


Patients 
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Dental } 
Assistants 
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930 
1,090 
1,265 
1,195 
1,027 
1,436 
1.794 
2,303 
3,003 
3,298 
3,200 
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4,096 
4,108 
4,233 
3,898 
4,207 
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3,609 


H. Scherer and Sterling V. Mead, who 
at that time were the Past President, 
President and President-Elect, respec- 
tively, of the American Dental Associa- 
tion. This statement had to be presented 
in person by Colonel Parsons, chief of 
the intelligence and security section of 
the Manhattan Project, representing 
General Groves, and Dr. Clawson, rep- 
resenting the dental health services. 

The statement was brought from and 
returned to Oak Ridge by Colonel Par- 
sons. It was necessary that the statement 
remain in security files at Oak Ridge 
until security was lifted officially. Only 
then could it be transferred to the files 
of the American Dental Association. 
Following is the statement as it was 
read by Dr. Scherer to the special 
A.D.A: committee: 
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I have been asked by the responsible heads 
of the Manhattan Project of the U. S. Army 
Engineers to make an official and confidential 
statement to you in regard to the dental health 
services at their Oak Ridge (Tenn.) reserva- 
tion. 

Oak Ridge, Tenn., is located approximately 
thirty miles northwest of Knoxville, Tenn. 


_ The reservation covers several thousand acres 


in Roane and Anderson counties. On this 
reservation, which lies in the foothills of the 
Great Smoky Mountains, between fifty and one 
hundred thousand people are engaged in 
highly secret work and research which is es- 
sential to our war effort. Since the winning 
of the war may depend on the research under- 
taken at Oak Ridge, security is of paramount 
importance. We must insist, therefore, on your 
cooperation in keeping any mention of Oak 
Ridge dental services out of the dental press 
and out of discussions at regional or national 
meetings of your association. 

For your information, the dental health 
service at Oak Ridge does not represent any 
attempt to socialize the profession. All dental 
personnel are engaged on full-time salaries 
ranging from $3,500 to $7,500 annually. The 
personnel are divided into junior and senior 
staff and specialists. With the exception of 
the four specialists, all staff members are priv- 
ileged to practice general dentistry, just as they 
would practice in their own offices. It is group 
practice carried out in an efficient and ethical 
manner along lines recommended by the 
Council on Dental Health of the American 
Dental Association. 

The services are housed in two modern 
clinic buildings, one building devoted to chil- 
dren and the other to adult patients. There 
are approximately thirty chairs in operation, 
and, since a part of the staff works on shift, 
about forty dentists are employed. 


Aside from purely dental personnel, we en- 
gage ten hygienists on salaries ranging from 
$2,400 to $3,500 annually. Each dentist is 
supplied with a chair assistant. In addition 
to the purely dental personnel, there is an 
office staff, which is responsible for collection 
of fees and the purchasing and dispensing of 
supplies. The average fees of the Knoxville 
area are charged for all services, and a com- 
plete dental health service is rendered on a 
cash basis. 


All dental personnel are members of the 
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American Dental Association and must hold a 
license in some state. Salaries are scaled ac- 
cording to experience and ability. By arrange- 
ments with the Tennessee Licensing Board, 
the Tennessee license is not required for the 
duration of the war; however, the dentists 
employed must be licensed and in good stand- 
ing with some local and national dental 
societies. 

The establishment of a group practice was 
necessary at Oak Ridge, because the residents 
of Oak Ridge were recruited from many states. 
Therefore, thousands of people were taken 
away from their own dentists. The dentists of 
the Knoxville area, badly depleted by the mili- 
tary recruitments, could not cope with the 
normal population of the area, not to mention 
the new population of Oak. Ridge. 

This statement is strictly confidential and 
will be returned to the secret files at Oak Ridge 
for the duration of the war. When security is 
lifted after the war, this statement will be re- 
turned to the files of the American Dental 
Association. Until that time, the Manhattan 
Project asks that you hold this and all other 
information you may receive in regard to the 
project in strictest confidence. 

Sincerely, 

M. Don Clawson 

Director of Dental Health Services 
Oak Ridge, Tenn. 


To the great credit of dentistry both 
in and outside of Oak Ridge, not one 
fragment of security was lost through 
organized dentistry. Of this fact the 
whole profession can be proud. 

Under the above-described setup, den- 
tistry was practiced at Oak Ridge from 
the summer of 1944 until February 1, 
1946, with only minor changes made 
from time to time to meet current situa- 
tions. 


In 1945 Dr. Clawson returned to his 
duties at Meharry, and Carl A. Carson 
was installed as director. After Dr. 
Carson, W. W. Squires and later Ewell 
Neil served as directors. 

Following is a list of the dentists and 
dental hygienists who at one time or an- 
other were members of the dental staff 
at Oak. Ridge: 

Illinois: William M. Gray, LeRoy 
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Grigsby, George A. Peters, Harry H. 
Pitluck and Richard E. Scott; Michigan: 
Raymond T. Arends, George J. Feld- 
man, Jack A. Smith and John A. Som- 
mer; Minnesota: Carl A. Carson, Fred- 
erick P. Kalinoff, Harold A. Nelson and 
Edwin J. Simon; Missouri: Vladislav 
Ignatov; Nebraska: Willard B. Burgess; 
New York: Seymour Miller and Ralph 
B: Nash; Ohio: Paul D. Keiser; Penn- 
sylvania: John V. Brazusky, Harold H. 
Katz and Shields M. Kelly; Santo 
Domingo: Enrique Reyes; South Da- 
kota: Thomas P. Ryan; Tennessee: 
Adolf M. Balzen, M. Don Clawson, L. 
Frank Ewell, Paul B. Hahn, R. Duane 
Hayes, Thomas J. Huey, George S. Jacks, 
G. Frank Munger, Ewell Neil, Sr., Wil- 
liam W. Squires, Robert B. White and 
Jack Yearwood; Texas: Albert Van 
Wijk; West Virginia: Floyd B. Cox, Jr., 
and Carl M. Warman; Wisconsin: Leo L. 
House, Conrad L. Kolb, Harry Maeth, 
Orlando D. Stevlingson and M. William 
Storey. 

Also on the staff were Edward J. 
Moulin and James R. Thomas. In ad- 
dition, W. C. Alford, practicing in near- 
by Knoxville, served as a consultant 
on periodontal problems, advising Dr. 
Van Wijk and treating many cases in 
his office in Knoxville. 

The supervising school services hy- 
gienist was Miss Dorothy O’Brien, now 
with the Tennessee State Department 
of Health, Nashviile. The supervising 
hygienist was Miss Frances Shook, now 
in practice in Detroit. The supervision 
of all dental assistants was conducted by 
Mrs. Ruby Clark, now in the Children’s 
Dental Infirmary at Oak Ridge. 


Postwar Changes 


To dispel fears within the profession 
that the dental program at Oak Ridge 
was an attempt to initiate general so- 
cialized dentistry, it should be pointed out 
that the government did not, in the 
project, in any way indicate a desire to 
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be in the dental business itself. 
Almost as soon as the war was over 
plans were made in Oak Ridge to converg 
dentistry into private practice. Thig 
could not be successfully accomplishe@ 
until the population was fairly stable 
There occurred, therefore, a transition 
period between September 1945 and 
January 1946 when approximately 25,009 
persons left Oak Ridge, after which 
the population became fairly stable 
Consequently, February 1946 was set ag 
the date for conversion to private 
practice. 
The Dental Health Center was come 
verted into a Dental Professional Build 
ing, containing about fifteen offices. Ea 
office consists of two operation rooms, @ 
reception room and a laboratory. Approxs 
imately one-half of the ground floor wal 
taken over by Dr. Bowyer and converted) 
into a Children’s Dental Infirmary om 
a private practice basis. 4 


Present Facilities 


At present there are about ten méfl 
practicing in general dentistry at Oa 
Ridge. In addition, there is a full-tim 
specialist in prosthodontia and one if 
exodontia, and also a part-time specialis 
in exodontia. In the Children’s Den 
Infirmary there are two operators doimg 
general dentistry and minor surgery foe 
children, one dental hygienist, one x-Fal 
technician and one part-time or 
dontist. This seems to be an ideal setup 
for a civic community of this size. 
the dentists are busy full-time, yet f 
patients do not have to wait indefinitely 
for appointments. 

It is well realized that there is ame 
will be unfavorable criticism of the denta 
program at Oak Ridge. It is doubted 
however, that anyone could have if 
stalled anything better under the emem 
gency conditions prevailing. Hindsight # 
highly theoretical. What organized dem 
tistry did in this important projeé 
rightly deserves much praise. q 
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